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	Practice Focus

International;

Environmental;

Energy

Education

Washington and Lee University, B.S., 1978

West Virginia University, J.D., 1981

Order of the Coif,

Editor, West Virginia Law Review
Admissions

California;

Ohio; 

Numerous United States District Courts; United States Courts of Appeals for the Third Circuit, Sixth Circuit, Ninth Circuit and District of Columbia.

	


Charles R. McElwee has practiced  environmental and energy law for more than 20 years, all at Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P., now in its Shanghai office.  He represents a wide range of clients in the U.S. and China in a variety of matters including counseling regarding environmental, energy, and import/export compliance issues; structuring carbon trade and NOx and SO2 allowance trade agreements; performing environmental due diligence, and pursuing and defending federal court claims involving Natural Resource Damages, the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, RCRA, and CERCLA.

Mr. McElwee is also a Professor of Law at Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s School of Law, and has acted as an advisor to the Chinese government on reform of its environmental laws.

Professional Awards/Activities/Publications

· Magnolia Award 2008; the highest award bestowed by the City of Shanghai on foreigners; it honors those who have contributed significantly to Shanghai’s economic performance, international relations, business environment, management standards and community development.

· International Who’s Who of Environment Lawyers 2007 (only lawyer listed for China).

· Recommended for environmental issues in China by PLC Which Lawyer? Yearbook 2008.
· Strategic Advisor, Joint US-China Cooperation on Clean Energy (JUCCCE).

· American Chamber of Commerce in Shanghai (AmCham Shanghai), Environmental Committee, Vice-Chair 2007; Chair 2008.

· China Law & Practice’s 5th Annual China Summit; Speaker, “Due Diligence & Environmental Liability: A Transactional Perspective,” Shanghai, China; September 25, 2008.

· Third U.S. Clean Energy and Environment Trade Mission to China, organized by United States Department of Commerce; Speaker; “Legal Red Flags for Cleantech Businesses;” Shanghai, China; September 5, 2008

· “The Environmental Impact Assessment in China: The First Step Toward Compliant Operations,” ABA’s International Environmental Law Committee Newsletter, Volume 10, No.4 (August 2008).

· ABA International Legal Exchange (ILEX) Briefing Trip; Speaker, “Rule of Law as seen through the prism of China's approach to environmental laws/regulation;” Shanghai, China; July 14, 2008.

· “Who's Cleaning Up This Mess?” China Business Review, January-February 2008.

· U.S.-China Clean Energy Dialogue, Organized by United States Department of Commerce & China Chamber of Commerce for Import & Export of Machinery & Electronic Products, Beijing, China; Speaker, January 9, 2008.

· Joint Research Project on China’s National Environmental Strategy, sponsored by the National Development and Reform Commission, State Environmental Protection Agency, and Chinese Academy of Engineers, and conducted jointly by the Environmental and Resources Law Institute (ERLI) of Shanghai Jiao Tong University and the Center for Environmental Legal Studies at Pace University School of Law; Team Member October-November, 2007

·  “China’s Environmental Future and Current Opportunities,” CHaINA Summit 2007 Global Supply Chain Conference; Shanghai, China; Speaker, November 7, 2007

· “China: An Introduction to Current Environmental Trends,” ABA’s International Environmental Law Committee Newsletter, Volume 10, No.1 (October 2007).

· “Clean Production and the Circular Economy in China” during the session “Hot Topics in Doing Business in China: 2007” at the ABA’s Annual Meeting in San Francisco, Speaker, August 12, 2007.

· Green Dragon Media Project, sponsored by the Monterey Institute of International Studies, “Opportunities and Impediments in China’s Green Development Market;” videotaped interview July 7, 2007.

· “Environmental Law and Litigation in China,” The US-China Business Council, China Operations Conference 2007; Beijing, China; Speaker, May 24, 2007.

· “Green China,” NYU Stern School of Business, Executive MBA Program; Shanghai, China; Lecturer, April 25, 2007.

· “Around the World in 80 Minutes (+10),” at the ABA’s Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources’ 36th Annual Conference at Keystone, Colorado, Speaker on China’s Environmental Regime, March 10, 2007.

· “Energy Conservation: China Means Business,” China Law Reporter, Volume 3, Issue 1 (January 2007), published by the China Committee of the Section of International Law of the American Bar Association.

· “From Gold to Green: China’s New Environmental Priorities,” BusinessForum China, 6/06.

· “China’s ‘Circular Economy’ Policies,” International Iron and Steel Institute (IISI), Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) Forum, Speaker; Shanghai, China, November 7-9, 2006,.

· “Corporate Environmental Strategies for China,” at Chemical Week and Chemical Engineering magazines’ 12th Annual China Chemical Industry Conference; Shanghai, China, Speaker, September 12-14, 2006,. 
· "China and Asia Perspectives on Environmental Management," Environmental Outlook 2007, sponsored by Squire Sanders; Firestone Country Club, Akron, Ohio, USA; Speaker September 19-21, 2006. 

· “Precedent and Administrative Litigation in the American States,” paper presented at the International Symposium on Judicial Review, sponsored by the United Nations Development Programme and the Supreme People’s Court of the P.R.C.; Shanghai, China, speaker and author, January 10-11, 2006, 
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